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and soberness, to serve the underlying purpose which all of us in this House must
put in front of our minds.
If there were any part of this House, any bench reserved for the Commission,
any dock in which they might be put, I would be there at this moment, with all
my colleagues, for in this, as in other matters, we are a completely united body.
We have come to the conclusion that the Chairman should ask to be allowed to
intervene for two or three minutes not for the purpose of joining in any criticism
or cross-examination or comment or any explanation but simply to make sure,
I hope very much to make sure in India, that the reserve which the Commission
imposes on itself is in no way misunderstood. Anybody who has any close
experience of Indian affairs or real app eciation of the enormous responsibility
which rests on the shoulders of the Viceroy, anybody who can best estimate
with knowledge the immense force of mistrust and opportunities of misunder-
standing which it Is the duty of all of us to try to repel in India, anybody who can
do that will count any personal question, any little discussion as to whether
(A) had acted quite consistently or whether (B) had managed a most difficult
situation quite cleverly—all that, as dust in the balance compared with the
importance of Parliament acting together and in the right spirit at this time.
The Secretary of State—it is due to him that I should say so—was perfectly
accurate when he said last week that, in the matter of the words, which unfor-
tunately, raised this controversy, the advice of the Statutory Commission was
not sought by the Government. I am not going further into that except to point
out, and I hope India will observe this, that the Commission is absolutely
determined to do nothing which could be construed or misconstrued as the
presentation of an interim report. The Leader of the Opposition has explained
what happened. It is only for me to say that when, for the first time, the Com-
mission was informed that the Government contemplated a statement on this
subject, the Commission came to the conclusion that we desired reserving our
wholly independent and judicial position not to be associated with any such
statement. I so informed the Secretary of State on September 24th and from
that moment any responsibility of the Commission in the matter ceased. I think
it is really quite obvious that the determination of the Commission to make no
statement and to be associated with no statement which could possibly be con-
sidered as dealing with matters within their terms of reference, their decision
not to do that prematurely, or in advance of discharging their duty to Parliament,
was the only right decision for the Commission. We shall, I hope, early next
year, report to the authorities by which we were constituted. What is that
authority? It is exactly two years ago since the announcement was made in
this House and the other House and India that this Commission, with the con-
currence of all parties had been constituted. It is a Statutory Commission. It
owes its authority to the unanimous vote of both the Houses of Parliament and
to a Commission from the Sovereign, I may make it quite plain that our
function, as a Commission, cannot be either enlarged or diminished by any
declaration or statement by anybody whatever."
Mr. Holford Knight : " Is he suggesting that the Commission is above the
authority of Parliament ?"
Sir J. Simon : " I should have thought that by this time everybody would
know it is impossible to provoke me on the subject of the Commission. I was
making the quite elementary observation that the Statutory Commission, acting
of course under the terms of an Act of Parliament, has a particular function,
which nobody seeks, and no authority has ever sought, either to enlarge or to
diminish."
el Let me point out this further, so that fhere shall be no misunderstanding.
When the Commission wrote our letter making the announcement—which, I am
very glad to feel, has met with universal approval both in Britain and in India—
that we contemplated, in our report, dealing with the extremely difficult question
of relations between Indian States and British India and we went on to suggest
that Government might think it well to appoint a Conference including represen-
tatives from these States and British India, we were not inviting anybody to
extened our terms of reference and nobody knows better than the Prime Minister

